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THE COMPLETE FIVE VOICE MADRIGALS

14. Basciami mille volte

Edited by John Steele
English Translation by Kathryn Bosi
and Elisabeth Lee Giansiracusa

Basciami milli volee,

Con quelle dolci tue labra rosate,
Piene di vaghe voglie innamorate.
E se I'alma mia presa

D’insolita dolcezza vetra meno,
Stringemi tosto al delicato seno.
Ma s’avien poi ch’io mora,

Dolce la sorte fia, dolce la stella,

Che morte mi dara si dolce e bella.
—Anon. (Madyigal)

Canto

LUCA MARENZIO
Il quinto libro de madrigali
a cinque voci 1585

Kiss me a thousand times,

with those your sweet, rosy lips,

full of lovely, enamored desire.

And if my captured soul faints

from unaccustomed sweetness,

hold me close to your delicate breast.

Buc if it should happen that I die,

sweet be the destiny, sweet the star,

that will give me such a sweet and lovely death.
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